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mean," he said, "that it may kill me?" I answered, "Yes." "Well,"
said he, "I've got to die, and what can be better than to die fighting
for the people. Besides, this will do more for the cause of their
emancipation than anything I'm likely to be able to do during the
rest of my life."
I dreaded lest any moment his body may collapse.
Dr. Walter Mendelson, brother-in-law of August Lewis, wrote
to Henry George:
... I take the liberty of a friend, who is at the same time a doc-
tor, of warning you most earnestly not to accept the nomination.
Knowing your physical condition as I do I feel quite certain that
both Dr. Kelly and Dr. [Frederick] Peterson will agree with me,
when I say that the bodily fatigues and nervous strains which a
political campaign would involve might—nay, in all probability,
would—be accompanied by the greatest dangers, not to your health
alone, but to your life	It is not flattery, I am sure, to tell you
that you have better work to do than to be Mayor even of Greater
New York	1 believe you ready to make any sacrifice for that
which you think right. But I urge you to save yourself for the sake
of others	There have been thousands of mayors of cities, but
so far but one Progress and Poverty	8
The response was brief: "I thank you for your friendly
counsel. I shall take it, unless as I can see it duty calls. In that
case I must obey."9
The pressure from radical Democrats to have George accept
the nomination increased steadily. Pressure from intimate
friends to refuse it mounted proportionately. George leaned
toward acceptance. Failing to convince bim that poor health
was an insurmountable barrier, his friends tried to dissuade him
on the ground that machine politics would thwart an honest
administration of the city's affairs and that he might better
serve his cause by writing about it He answered that although
this might well be true, be believed that democratic government
required the choice of men not necessarily the best equipped for
office but men who first of all typified the popular sentiment* If
he were elected he might not be the ideal executive but he
would represent the principles of those who elected him.
The Democratic party, under the thumb of Tammany Hall,
chose Judge Robert Van Wyck as candidate for mayor, Seth
Low, twice mayor of Brooklyn (which had now been absorbed in

